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MISSOULA, Mont.-A unique interdisciplinary curriculum focusing on the theme "Wilderness and Civilization"
will be offered by the Wilderness Institute at the University of Montana in Missoula again
this fall.
The program combines courses in forestry, English, philosophy and humanities to acquaint
participants with the philosophical and practical aspects of mankind's relationship to
wildlands.

Any interested person is eligible to participate and participants will earn

17 undergraduate academic credits.
"Wilderness and Civilization" will begin with a 14-day field trip into a selected
wilderness area, during which students will learn first-hand of general ecological and
common wilderness management problems.
In last fall's program, 35 participants entered the Bob Marshall Wilderness in four
separate groups.
converged for a
ex~~anged

After following their own routes of travel for five days, the groups
rend~zvous.

Class discussions were held for two days, after which students

faculty leaders and hiked out along different trails.

After returning to campus in Missoula, Mont., participants begin nine weeks of intensive
reading, reflection and discussion.
~io forest~y cou~ ~ 0s

deal with basic forest ecology and with the art and science of

wildland management and outdoor leadership.
An English course deals with human interaction with wilderness as expressed in American
literature, while a philosophy course concentrates on the ethical considerations of such
interact ion.
Finally, a humanities course titled "Future Primitive" takes a look at other cultures, --seeking new ways to apply common human sensibilities to our own lifestyles.
-more-
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The program integrates the sciences and humanities to form a "holistic" approach to
problems of land planning and management.

While participants learn about the role of

wildlands in overall ecosystems and about the politics of formal designation of lands as
such as
wilderness, they also consider problem~human chauvinism, the managerial mind, and the place
of wilderness in an adequate land-human ethic.
Along with individual courses, the curriculum features numerous guest lectures as well
as a wide variety of projects, usually designed to provide practical experiences with
wildland

planning~

Applications for this fall's special course offering

~re

available now at the Wilderness
••

Institute' School

1

1974, the institute represents a respdnse to local, regional

I

-

of Forestry, University of Montana, Missoula. Mont•

59812.

Founded in

ahd national needs identified

by consetvationists, land a~erlcy personnel and wilderness~related educators.
I

Applications for "Wilderness and Civilization" will be considered on a first-come-firstserved basis.
Additional information may be obtained by writing either of the following persons at the
Wilderness Institute, or by phoning them at the number· listed after their names-Dr. Robert Ream, executive director, Wilderness Institute (WI), or Sharon Hosford, WI
administrative assistant, 243-5361.

Dr. Thomas H. Birch, assistant professor of philosophy

at UM, also has additional information.

Birch's phone number is 243-4894.
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